
 

 

 

 

 

June 8, 2017 

 

The Honorable Bruce Rauner 

Governor of Illinois 

207 State House 

Springfield, IL 62706 

 

Dear Governor Rauner: 

 
We are deeply concerned about President Donald Trump’s shortsighted decision to withdraw the United 

States from the Paris Climate Agreement, the most significant international accord recognizing the threat 

posed by global warming.  

 

Already, the governors of California, New York and Washington, have agreed that they will lead where 

President Trump has chosen to retreat. These three states—which combined represent one-fifth of the 

population of our country, and account for 11 percent of all emissions nationwide—formed the U. S. 

Climate Alliance, to continue to work to limit carbon emissions. Within days of the formation of the U.S. 

Climate Alliance, the governors of Connecticut, Delaware, Hawaii, Massachusetts, Minnesota, Oregon, 

Puerto Rico, Rhode Island, Vermont and Virginia all joined the effort.  

 

Illinois can be a significant partner in these efforts and help lead on an international level.  

 

As governor, your decisions affect life within our borders and in the world at large, and many people 

throughout our state are looking for your leadership on this issue. To date, we have not heard your stand 

on this issue. We encourage you to join your peers from California, New York and Washington and lead 

in combating global warming, drought, stronger storms and other catastrophes that would decimate 

Illinois’ economy from Southern and Central Illinois farms to Chicago’s lakefront.  

 

You have been charged with the leadership of our state at a time when, in absence of federal leadership, 

the world looks to the states for support in fighting the effects of global warming. We urge you to act 

immediately.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Lisa Madigan    Jesse White   Susana A. Mendoza  

Attorney General  Secretary of State  State Comptroller 

 

 

 

 

 

Michael Frerichs  John Cullerton   Michael J. Madigan 

State Treasurer    President of the Senate  Speaker of the House 

 



  

 

 

Scott Bennett   Jennifer Bertino-Tarrant  Melinda Bush 

State Senator   State Senator   State Senator 

 

  

 

 

 

Tom Cullerton   Linda Holmes   Mattie Hunter 

State Senator   State Senator   State Senator 

 

 

 

 

Toi Hutchinson   David Koehler   Terry Link 

State Senator   State Senator   State Senator 

 

 

 

 

Iris Martinez   Julie Morrison   Laura Murphy 

State Senator   State Senator   State Senator 

 

 

 

 

Ira Silverstein   Heather Steans   Patricia Van Pelt 

State Senator   State Senator   State Senator 

 

 

 

 

Carol Ammons   Jaime Andrade   Kelly Burke 

State Representative  State Representative  State Representative 

 

 

 

 

 

Kelly Cassidy   Linda Chapa LaVia  Deb Conroy 

State Representative  State Representative  State Representative 

 

 

 

 

Barbara Flynn Currie  John D’Amico   Marcus Evans 

State Representative  State Representative  State Representative 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  

Sara Feigenholtz  Laura Fine   Robyn Gabel 

State Representative  State Representative  State Representative 

 

 

 

 

 

Will Guzzardi   Greg Harris   Stephanie Kifowit 

State Representative  State Representative  State Representative 

 

 

 

 

Lou Lang   Natalie Manley   Rob Martwick 

State Representative  State Representative  State Representative 

 

 

 

 

Rita Mayfield   Christian Mitchell  Anna Moeller 

State Representative  State Representative  State Representative   

 

 

 

 

Michelle Mussman  Carol Sente   Silvana Tabares 

State Representative  State Representative  State Representative 

 

 

 

 

Ann Williams   Kathleen Willis   Sam Yingling 

State Representative  State Representative  State Representative 

 

 

 

 


